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A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. Isaiah 11:1 

Advent 2019 

Dear Friends and Members of the Church of the Messiah, 

Each year once the thousand or so people who attend the dance performances at Messiah have left, we 

are confronted with a wide range of left objects. In years past these objects have ordinarily been what 

you might expect: gloves, hats, water bottles, etc. This year however someone left a small tree branch 

decorated with an array of beautiful rhinestones. It immediately caught my old jeweler's eye from my 

former career at Tiffany & Co. but it also resonated with the Advent readings we hear in preparation 

for the celebration of Christmas when we think about the branch of Jesse, referring to the lineage of 

Jesus going back to King David's father, Jesse. The bejeweled branch also reminded me of the passage 

from Isaiah that opens this letter, when out of a stump comes a beautiful tangle of growth promising 

new life and hope.  

It was a wonderful reminder of what we look forward to as we celebrate the birth of Jesus: new life and 

hope.  

Here at Messiah we embellish the beauty of our church building with beautiful decorations and our 

services with extraordinary music.  

Please note that this year we will again have a service marking the darkest night of the year on the 

solstice, Friday, December 20th at 6pm.We will gather on this night for a short interfaith service of 

quiet, readings and prayers, with an opportunity to remember our pain, our fears, our discouragement 

and loss as a part of who we are at this time in our lives. We will light candles in the darkness and be 

with one another. Last year many people found this service to be meaningful and helpful.  

To do this we rely completely on your generosity each year. Please use the enclosed forms to make 

memorial or thank offerings for flowers or music. The intentions will be listed in our Christmas 

bulletins and we thank you for your generosity in making a contribution to our celebration of 

Christmas at the Church of the Messiah this year. We ask that you return your completed forms by 

Sunday, December 22nd.  

On the reverse side of this letter is a complete list of our upcoming Advent and Christmas services.  

I look forward to seeing many of you in the weeks to come and to personally wish you joy and 

happiness. But until then please remember that we believe in a God that doesn't offer us protection 

from real loss and pain, but promises to be with us always, by our side in our struggles as well as our 

joy.  

May the presence of God known to us in the birth of Jesus Christ be with you all.  

Yours in faith, 
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